92                                                Paracelsus
"I traveled on to Granada and Lisbon through Spain, Eng-
land, Brandenburg, Prussia, Lithuania, Poland, Hungary, Wa-
lachia, Transylvania, Croatia, Grain, and other lands not
necessary to recount here."I
In this account of his travels, Paracelsus recalled insignificant
provinces like Grain, on the Adriatic coast, but omitted such im-
portant kingdoms as Naples and Denmark. Though mighty
sovereigns employed him, his services apparently were not of
the kind he cared to record. He was a military surgeon in
mercenary armies, a profession held in low esteem. However,
when his enemies later charged that he had no right to practice
medicine, he included these services in his angry reply:
"Why, in your opinion, should I not be a physician but
merely a surgeon? Have I not cured eighteen princes in
physica [i.e., not through surgery] after you had given them
up? In the wars of the Netherlands, Romagna, Naples,
Venice, Denmark, and Holland, I restored many fever-
stricken and healed forty different diseases. Now you say I
should not be a physician, not qualified to refute your lies and
denounce the abuses of the scribblers. And all my experience
and industry should be counted a trifle? I have helped the
sick more than you have in your profession [in eurer
Pflicht]."2
Such outbursts confirm rather than refute the charge that
Paracelsus' title of doctor stood on shaky grounds, and explain
his ill repute. Consistently citing his "experience" to support
his case against the medical guild, he frankly admitted that he
had wandered with "necromancers, folk doctors, quacks, bar-
bers, and witches." Some of his companions, he had to concede,
had ended on the gallows. Nor was there any denying that he